
Unit C4, St Georges Business
Park, Castle Road, Sittingbourne,

Kent, ME10 3TB.

Time to
update your
kitchen or
bedroom

Call for a FREE estimate
01795 432850
www.bespokekent.co.uk

A family business that loves
beautiful design, we have

developed an end-to-end process
for creating your perfect space.

✔ Transform your tired kitchen in just a few days with
replacement doors and worktops.

✔ Large range of worktops, appliances, sinks and taps.
✔ Huge choice of styles and colours.
✔ Bespoke bedrooms to your design.
✔ Free home design service.

A BESPOKE
SERVICE

WITHOUT
A BESPOKE
PRICE TAG

A judge has blocked a vic-
ar’s bid to remove traditional 
church pews and replace them 
with seats.

Reverend Michael Resch wanted 
the chairs at Holy Trinity Church 
in Sittingbourne town centre to pro-
vide more room and flexibility to 
congregations and the community.

But with the pews being Victorian and  

the Church Street building 148-years-old 
and Grade II listed he had to get permission 
from a Church of England Court. The rul-
ing went against him.

Mr Resch, who was upset by the conclu-
sion and vowed to find the right balance, 
added: “It’s our belief the building is there 
to serve us, not for us to serve the build-
ing.”
n Full story page 3

Snow brings joy and disruption
While the snow caused chaos for some, it certainly brought a smile to 
the face of others. Two-year-old Gabrielle Ferne, pictured in Hartlip, was 
delighted. For more on the snow, turn to Page 6.

Gabrielle Ferne, two, enjoying the snow yesterday (Tuesday) 
morning

Court rejects vicar’s bid to get rid 
of historic seating to create space
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La Belle
Cuisine

Visit
our
show
room

01795 428710 Brickmakers Business Centre Castle Rd Sittingbourne ME10 3RL
www.labellecuisinekitchens.co.uk

Thinking
About
a New
Kitchen?

• Family owned business

• Kitchen design to
your specification

• Quality and professional
installation by our own
qualified fitters and
contractors

• Range of materials
and styles

• Cabinets and Doors all
sourced from the UK

La Belle Cuisine
Quality Bespoke Kitchens

Est. 1970

K I T C H E N S • A P P L I A N C E S
• G R A N I T E

MEMBERS OF THE GUILD OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN
SINCE 1970

Certainly worth
trying us!

Julie Gamble is preparing to 
celebrate 25 years of running 
her Advanced Skin and Beauty 
Clinic by lining up a series of 
guest visits to the salon at 15, 
High Street, Sittingbourne.

Julie, 67, is celebrating her sil-
ver anniversary with a string of 
special events to say thanks to 
past and present customers and 
to welcome new ones.

She was one of the town’s first 
nail bars, sharing space with 
hairdressers. But as her busi-
ness expanded she needed more 
room. Six years ago she bought 
her current premises at auction.

She said: “There are now nine 
of us. Some have been with me 
from the start, gone away to have 
babies and then returned.”

When other nail bars opened, 
Julie switched to specialising 
in skin care. She said: “We have 
invested in state-of-the-art tech-
nology to help treat sun marks, 
acne and wrinkles. We do a lot 
of anti-aging work. Let’s face it, 
no one wants to get any older.”

Julie to mark 
25 years in 
beauty trade

A green Vauxhall Astra was 
taken from London Road, Teyn-
ham, between Thursday, Febru-
ary 22 and Friday, February 23 
(XY/010580/18).

In Sittingbourne, a silver Peu-
geot Vivacity moped, was stolen 
from Elm Grove between Febru-
ary 19 and 20. It was later recov-
ered (XY/009739/18).

A red Kymco moped was stolen 
in Sprotshill Close at 4am on Feb-
ruary 21 (XY/010088/18).

A green quadbike was stolen 
from Oak Close between Febru-
ary 20 and 21 (XY/009952/18).

Anyone with information 
should call 101 and quote the 
relevant crime references.

Two mopeds 
and car taken

Thieves target 
sheds in spate 
of thefts
Police are investigating a 
number of thefts across 
Sittingbourne.
A McCulloch chainsaw was 
stolen from a garden shed in 
Canterbury Road, Bapchild, 
between noon to midnight 
on Wednesday, February 14 
(XY/010362/18).
A lawn mower was damaged 
and electrical equipment was 
among items stolen from a 
garage, also in Canterbury 
Road, Bapchild, between 
Wednesday, February 14 
and Monday, February 19 
(XY/009666/18).
A Qualcast lawn mower and 
a vehicle jack were stolen 
from a garage in Merlin 
Close, Sittingbourne, between 
Tuesday, February 20 and 
Wednesday, February 21 
(XY/009995/18).
A Karcher Power Washer was 
taken from a garden shed in 
Rock Road, Sittingbourne, 
shortly after 12.30pm 
on Tuesday, February 20 
(XY/009832/18).
The following day, an industrial 
leaf blower was stolen from a 
pick-up truck in Church Street, 
Sittingbourne, shortly after 
5.30pm (XY/010120/18).
Anyone with information 
should call police on 101 and 
quote the relevant XY crime 
references.

IN BRIEF

A Borden man will honour the vil-
lage’s First World War heroes by 
cycling across Europe to military 
cemeteries.

Kenny Allen, 65, was inspired 
to remember Charles Fuggle 
after hearing about the Borden 
bell-ringers’ project to mark 
the deaths of all local men with 
dedicated ringings. Charles, born 
in Tunstall in 1894, was killed in 

action. Kenny, and pals Andrew 
Gath and Andrew Robins, will 
cycle from Calais to Mr Fuggle’s 
grave in Belgium. 

Charles Fuggle joined the army 
in April 1915,  went to France 
in December, returned home 
in March 1917 suffering from 
shell-shock and trench foot 
but went back and was killed in 
Flanders on March 14, 1918. The 

Fuggle family was well known in 
Borden, taking over The Maypole 
in 1911, and Charles attended 
Borden National School and 
sang in Borden and Tunstall 
church choirs. Kenny said: “My 
grandchildren go to Borden 
Primary School, and pupils are 
embroidering a poppy for me to 
lay on the grave.” They leave on 
Friday, March 16. 

Memorial ride to honour soldier

Kenny Allen,  Andrew Gath and Andrew Robins are cycling in memory of Charles Fuggle

by Natalie Tipping
ntipping@thekmgroup.co.uk
@KMSittingbourne

A vicar’s bid to replace the tra-
ditional pews in his church has 
been blocked by a judge. 

Reverend Michael Resch 
sought permission to replace the 
original Victorian seating at Holy 
Trinity Church in Sittingbourne 
with metal-framed chairs.

“We are a growing church and 
we run a number of community 
events, so we need more flexibil-
ity,” Rev Resch explained. “It’s 
our belief that the building is 
there to serve us, not for us to 
serve the building.”

Rev Resch also felt that chairs 
would enable services to focus 
on different areas, for exam-
ple the font for baptisms. The 

church has previously applied to 
remove pews from the back of the 
church, and this was approved. 
This space is now used for reg-
ular lunch clubs and quizzes, 
which have proved very popular. 

Rev Resch said: “The space at 
the back of the church can take 
up to 100 people but we have 
more than 200 people coming to 
the church, and we want to invite 
people from the community in as 
well. Already the building is lim-
iting what we can do.”

The Church Street building is 
148-years-old and Grade-II listed, 
and as such leaders have to seek 
permission to make changes 
from the Church of England’s 
Commissary Court of Canter-
bury. A hearing determined the 
pews could not be removed. 

Steven Gasztowicz QC, deputy 

Court blocks vicar’s bid 
to remove historic pews

Rev Mike Resch, of Holy Trinity Church, Church Street, Sittingbourne, applied to the Commissary Court of Canterbury for permission to replace the Victorian 
pews in the church with metal framed chairs, but has been refused. 

commissary general of the Can-
terbury diocese, argued that the 
removal of the seats, which are 
original features, along with 
two clergy stalls, which were 
installed in 1919 to commemorate 
those who died in the First World 
War, would “result in harm to it 
as a building of special historical 
interest”.

Rev Resch was unhappy with 

the outcome. “It’s about find-
ing the balance between main-
taining historical integrity and 
being able to serve the commu-
nity. This is not the result we 
wanted, we felt we had got the 
balance right,” he said. 

“It would cost far too much to 
appeal the decision, so we need to 
look at trying to get the balance 
right in other ways.”
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