
Tree project 
needs help
Give back to your community 
and the planet by helping to 
plant more than 400 trees 
in Bicknor. Hosted by the 
Ash Project, those interested 
should meet at Placketts Hole, 
Bicknor Lane on Wednesday, 
February 28 from 10am until 
2.30pm. Tools and hot drinks 
will be provided, but helpers 
are advised to bring their own 
packed lunch and to wear 
sturdy outdoor footwear. To 
book your place, go to tinyurl.
com/PlackettsHole

Tennis anyone?
Looking to try something 
new? Go along to one a free 
tennis taster sessions at UKP 
Leisure in Sittingbourne. 
Sessions will be held at the 
Gore Court Road complex 
for juniors aged between 
three and 15 and adults on 
Tuesday, March 20 and March 
27. Booking is essential. Email 
enquiries@se-tennis.co.uk 
quoting ‘UKP taster’ or text 
‘UKP taster’ to 07974 815387. 

Story time
Featuring classic songs, enjoy 
Yesterday Once More – The 
Karen Carpenter Story is at 
the Avenue Theatre from 
7.30pm this Saturday. Tickets 
are £14. To book, call the box 
office on 01795 471140.

IN BRIEF

A 76-year-old who spent the win-
ter re-building a shed at his allot-
ment was horrified to discover 
the whole thing had been stolen. 

Jim Burlton got a phone call 
last Sunday morning from 
another allotment holder at 
Riddles Road in Borden, to say 
it looked like his shed had been 
broken into. 

But when Mr Burlton arrived, 
he discovered step ladders and 
other items from inside had 
been left, but the wooden struc-
ture had gone.

He said he had inherited the 
shed from a friend and had spent 
the whole winter re-building it, 
fixing bits and putting new felt 
on the roof. 

“I had only just finished it when 
it was taken,” he added. “I hadn’t 
even had a chance to sit in it yet.”

Mr Burlton, from Milton Regis, 
has rented the allotment for 
seven years. 

His wife, Linda, grows flow-
ers and vegetables there, some 
of which were trampled by the 

thieves, who also broke down 
part of the fence to get the shed 
out onto the road. 

Garry Jacobs, warden for the 
south central area of the site, 
where the Burltons’ plot is, said: 
“I’ve never heard of anything 
like this happening. We’ve had 
break-ins over the years, but 
these people just took the shed, 

not anything inside it. It’s very 
strange and is really unnerving 
for other plot holders, because 
we don’t know when they might 
come back.

“Police are now doing night 
patrols and CCTV is in opera-
tion.”

Mr Jacobs believes the same 
culprits are behind another shed 

theft in another area of the allot-
ments the following day, when 
thieves drove onto the site, again 
leaving the contents.

Last Tuesday, a number of 
sheds were found broken into, 
but nothing was taken. 

Witnesses should call police 
on 01795 419119 quoting 
XY/008278/18. 

Warden Garry Jacobs, left, and Jim Burlton sit where the shed used to stand  Picture: Matthew Walker

Take a step back in time to the 
home front during the Second 
World War at an attraction’s 
open day.

The Old Forge Wartime House, 
in East Street, Sittingbourne 
hosts public open days once a 
month to highlight different 
aspects of life in Britain during 
the conflict. The next open day 
will on Saturday, March 3, and 
will be themed around work in 
factories. 

Many women joined men in 
factories during the war, assist-
ing with the production of muni-
tions and other essential wartime 
items. Actors will dress in the 
style of the period to lead talks 
and demonstrations, including 
information about additional 
rations for those in the factory 
to ensure they were ready for the 
long hours.

It is open between 10am and 
4pm. There is no need to book. 
Entry £10 families, £4 adults and 
£3 children and concessions.

Factory work 
will be theme 
of open day

The Old Forge is behind Char-
acter Costumes

Allotment-holder’s misery 
as entire building swiped

Shed theft victim: ‘I hadn’t even had a chance to sit in it yet’ 
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