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Proposed development off Rook Lane, Bobbing for 20 homes

New homes 
plan will 
aid hospice
Plans have been sub-
mitted for a 20-home 
development to aid a 
major expansion of a 
charity. 

The housing is proposed for 
land off Rook Lane in Bobbing, 
and would consist of six three-
bed semi-detached houses and 
14 four-bed detached units. 

Money raised from the sale  

of these properties would go 
towards building a new three-
unit accommodation block and 
outdoor events space for Dem-
elza Hospice Care for Children. 

The land is not owned by 
Demelza and the accommoda-
tion block and outdoor space 
would be built using money 
from the sale of the homes, 
and then gifted to the charity.

Demelza, which has its 
main Kent base opposite the 
proposed site, hopes the pro-
vision of this accommodation 
block will improve staff re-
cruitment. 

Currently the hospice strug-
gles to attract staff to Bob-
bing, as they prefer working 
at hospices elsewhere where 
accommodation is provided. 

The development would 
also fund improvement 
works to the junction of Rook 
Lane and the A2 Keycol Hill, 
with proposals to widen the 
junction and move it to im-
prove access and visibility.

There would also be more 
car parking at the new ac-
commodation block and two 

by Natalie Tipping
ntipping@thekmgroup.co.uk
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About
a New
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• Family owned business

• Kitchen design to
your specification

• Quality and professional
installation by our own
qualified fitters and
contractors

• Range of materials
and styles

• Cabinets and Doors all
sourced from the UK

La Belle Cuisine
Quality Bespoke Kitchens

Est. 1970

K I T C H E N S • A P P L I A N C E S
• G R A N I T E

MEMBERS OF THE GUILD OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN
SINCE 1970

Certainly worth
trying us!

Friends run 
in memory 
of challenge- 
loving pal

Justine Barringer, who died age 44 in September 2017 whilst on an organised 
dive off Gran Canaria

Yoga sessions will take place at 
The Barn, Iwade, next week.

Moon Child Yoga will host 
classes on Tuesday, February 
27, at 1.30pm and 7pm at the All 
Saints Close barn.

They will be accessible yoga 
classes for gentle practises, those 
with physical disabilities, reha-
bilitation, chronic illness or com-
plete beginners.

It will cost £7.50 per person and 
mats will be provided.

To book, call 07793 126820.
Also at The Barn, a two-hour 

baby and child first aid class will 
take place next month.

The session will cover all the 
essentials for first aid emergen-
cies including CPR, choking, 
bumps, bleeds, burns, breaks 
and meningitis awareness.

It will take place on Wednes-
day, March 7 from 7pm.

It will be hosted by Mini First 
Aid North Kent and will cost £20 
per person.

For more information, go to 
www.minifirstaid.co.uk

Barn to host 
yoga and first 
aid training

Anyone looking for help with 
education and social care que-
ries relating to special educa-
tional needs or disabilities is wel-
come to receive free confidential 
advice.

An advice session is being held 
at Sittingbourne Library on Fri-
day, March 9. 

The Central Avenue venue, just 
off the High Street, will host the 
event between 9.30am and 11am.

Impartial and personal advice 
will be provided by a family 
involvement worker from Infor-
mation Advice and Support Kent 
(IASK). 

Free advice 
available

Young bookworms’ club award
Pupils at Minterne Community Junior School with some of the books they are reading

Criticism of 
charity’s plan
■ Continued from front
address current issues in Rook 
Lane. The plans were put on 
show at a public consultation in 
October, where residents were 
invited to leave feedback. 

Of the responses, 60% were 
against the development. Criti-
cisms included concerns about 
increased traffic, noise from the 
outdoor events space, and de-
struction of the countryside. 

Matthew Woodhead, director 
at DHA Planning, which has 
submitted the plans, said: “With 
so many planning applications 
for housing around we strongly 
feel that this scheme is different 
in many ways and has real com-
munity benefits. This applica-
tion would not exist if it were 
not to create the facilities for 
Demelza, and the amount of 
housing is down to a calculation 
of what is needed to build it. 

“Demelza’s need for the nurses 
facility, car parking and outdoor 
space is very real and would al-
low them to reach out to more of 
those in real need at the end of 
their lives in the community.”

To view and comment on the 
application, go to tinyurl.com/
DemelzaHomes
■ Demelza Hospice Care for 
Children is in need of bands and 
singers to perform at its Tiz 
Musik Fest this summer. 

The event for young people 
supported by the charity is tak-
ing place at the hospice in Rook 
Lane, Bobbing on Saturday, 
July 14. Those interested should 
email sharon.harvey@demelza.
org.uk or call 01795 845235.

Young bookworms at a town 
primary school have been com-
mended for their dedication 
to the written word after they 
attended a regular club.

Minterne Community Junior 
School, in Minterne Avenue, in 
Sittingbourne, received a run-
ner-up award for Accelerated 
Reader.

The scheme is based on a com-

puter programme with the aim 
to improve literacy.

Nearly 60 children at the school 
attend Reading Crew Club.

The sessions are held twice a 
week in the mornings before les-
sons to help the youngsters reach 
their targets each term.

It’s not just simply sitting down 
and reading – the children are 
paired with a “listening” partner 

and they eat breakfast together 
while enjoying a book.

Kirsty Hadfield, who is the 
school’s deputy head, said she 
was full of pride after Minterne 
received the award.

She added: “We are very proud 
to have been recently awarded 
runner-up of the best performing 
schools category for Accelerated 
Reader.”

Friends and family will come 
together to raise money in mem-
ory of a woman who “loved to 
challenge herself”.

Justine Barringer  died while 
taking part in an organised dive 
in Gran Canaria in September 
last year. 

Her exact cause of death is not 
yet known. She had been fund-
raising for Heart Research UK 
in memory of her father, David 
Barringer, who had died in June 
aged 73 from possible heart-re-
lated problems. 

The 44-year-old Iwade resident 
was well known as a team leader 
of a Beginners to Runners (B2R) 
group, helping people get fit 
using her trademark phrase “fin-
ishing lines, not finishing times”. 

Now, friends and family are 
coming together to put that idea 
into action, with a challenge of 
running, walking, or jogging 
23km in 23 days from the start of 
March to raise money for Heart 
Research UK, Miss Barringer’s 
chosen charity.

Tina Best, Justine’s partner 
of five years, said: “We chose 
23km because 23 was a signifi-
cant number for Justine. 

“She was born on March 23, 

died on September 23, and her 
funeral was on October 23. 

“The memorial run will coin-
cide with what would have been 
her 45th birthday.”

Each participant will receive 
a medal, designed by Miss Best, 
which will include cat paws to 
symbolise Miss Barringer’s three 
cats, a blue line to represent the 
British Transport Police, where 
she worked for 25 years, and a 
green line to represent the B2R 
group. 

Miss Best added: “As well as 
running, Justine loved to chal-
lenge herself in other ways, and 
revelled in the buzz she got from 
physical challenges. 

“It has been extremely difficult 
to make sense of Justine’s death, 
and we hope the inquest will pro-
vide some answers. 

“Between September and Jan-
uary three divers have lost their 
lives in the Canary Islands, and 
it is important to know why these 
deaths occurred. It is important 
to me and to her friends and 
family that something positive 
comes out of Justine’s tragic 
death.”

A date for the inquest has not 
yet been set. 

To get involved with the 23km 
challenge, go to tinyurl.com/
JustineMemorial23 or to donate 
go to tinyurl.com/Barringer23

By Natalie Tipping
ntipping@thekmgroup.co.uk
@KMSittingbourne
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